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harlotte Harris and Hugo Bugg have won a well-deserved
Gold for their brilliant, intricately planted show garden,
designed to highlight the importance of green space in an
urban environment. The garden is imagined as a pocket

park, a public space for people and wildlife to share and enjoy the
benefits of being in nature, and after the show this will become reality.
‘We are working with Bankside Open Spaces Trust and the garden will
be recreated in a public space in Southwark,’ says Hugo. ‘We’re delighted
that the garden will have a life beyond Chelsea.’

One of the bravest things about this garden is that 75% of the planting
remains true to the original planting plan, which was originally
designed for the May 2020 Chelsea Flower Show. So instead of
completely altering their planting design to bring in plants with specific
autumn interest, they have taken the risk of retaining plants such as
Amsonia illustris which was initially chosen for its pale blue spring
flowers. Now it has become one of the star plants in the garden, faded to
an antique gold splendour and catching the light as it weaves in and out
of other plants.

‘Designing this garden for autumn has given us an amazing gift, to be
able to observe plants closely as they go through their life cycle,’ says
Charlotte. ‘The nursery [Crocus] have been amazing at holding things
for us, so we have kept details like the seed heads of Tulipa sprengeri
and Lilium martagon that add form and texture and different colour.’

To get the most out of this garden, and to really appreciate the nuances
of colour and texture, you have to spend time assimilating and
observing the different plant combinations. Foliage and grasses are just
as important as flowers at this time of year, and this garden
demonstrates the layers of different shapes and tones that can be
achieved in an autumn garden. Glossy-leaved Bergenia ciliata ‘Wilton’
contrasts with arching fronds of Hakonechloa macra and the wonderful
Hydrangea quercifolia with its russet-tinged leaves. Peer into another
corner and you’ll find more leafy interest from the unusual Boehmeria
cylindrica contrasting with the tiny daisies of Eurybia divaricata.

The icing on the cake comes in the form of a handful of stalwart autumn
flowerers: a range of different small-flowered asters, Japanese anemones
and understated beauties such as Heuchera villosa ‘Autumn Bride’
which has sprays of creamy white flowers above lime-green leaves. Most
of these flower in shade, making them especially useful for shady urban
plots. Plants were also chosen for their suitability to an urban
environment. Tough shrubs and trees such as sea buckthorn
(Hippophae rhamnoides) and the autumn olive (Eleagnus umbellata)
are known to be tolerant of wet winters and dry summers.

The reclaimed pipework sculpture that runs throughout the garden
works as a pleasing counterpoint to the planting, framing views and
focusing the eye as you look around. Created in collaboration with the
architecture and design team Mcmullan Studio, the colours of the
pipework change, with matte and polished areas contrasting with the
soft textures of the planting. Wherever possible, the materials used to
create the structure of this garden are reclaimed and re-used, showing
how found materials and unloved remnants can be transformed into
something extraordinary.

The message behind this garden is clear: bringing more green spaces
into the urban environment is absolutely vital, as fundamental to the
infrastructure of our cities as transport, power and water. ‘We wanted to
tell a story about the power of beautiful, shared green spaces to
transform our cities and towns, and we hope this garden will encourage
people to look at autumn gardens in a different way,’ says Charlotte.
‘Gardens can be just as beautiful in their senescence as in their spring
prime.’

harrisbugg.com
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Golden Amsonia illustris is in the centre of the border.
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Lilium martagon seedheads.
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Aster Symphyotrichum oblongifolium 'October Skies' with Amsonia illustris in the foreground.
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Solidago x luteus 'Lemore' and Eurybia x herveyii (syn Twilight)
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Persicaria 'Indian Summer'
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Persicaria ‘Indian Summer’
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Persicaria ‘Indian Summer’
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The M&G Garden designed by Harris Bugg Studio
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MODERN HOUSES

Our Project of the Year for
2021: a dynamic house built
into the mountainous
landscape of British
Columbia
On a rocky outcrop in the mountains of British Columbia in Canada, the London-based
architectural firm Gort Scott has crafted a house in concrete, timber and glass that
responds to its spectacular surroundings. The striking house has won our Project of the
Year award for 2021, celebrating the ingeniousness and elegance of its solution to the
difficult landscape
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magine a house in the mountains of western Canada, built for a
client who wanted it as ‘his escape – a serene and tranquil place’.
You might conjure a romantic image of a low log cabin, tucked
away in the trees, its 21st-century mod-cons concealed by a

veneer of faux rusticity. There is certainly no shortage of that in
upmarket ski resorts the world over.

But that is not what the British architectural firm Gort Scott suggested
when it submitted its entry for a competition to design a holiday house
in Whistler, British Columbia, for a Hong Kong-based family. ‘It was a
very special client,’ co-founder Jay Gort concedes. ‘He had spent
holidays in the area with his family and eventually bought a plot of land
– he has a passion for architecture and wanted something unique.’

Overlooking a lake, the site was essentially a large rocky outcrop rising
several metres from street level through a scattering of pine trees.
Considering how to approach this challenging topography, Jay and his
co-founder Fiona Scott recalled a passage from the American architect
Frank Lloyd Wright’s 1932 autobiography: ‘No house should ever be on
a hill or on anything. It should be of the hill. Belonging to it. Hill and
house should live together, each the happier for the other.’ This would
become the founding principle of a design that won them the
commission.

It was the progression from the road to the crest of the hill that captured
the imagination of the architects. ‘The idea was for the house to take you
on a journey that slowly unfolds as you rise to the top,’ Fiona explains.
‘It was a challenge to envisage the three-dimensionality of it, though. To
understand the different axial relationships, the movement of light and
the changes on each level that you reach.

If you climb half a metre, the view can be completely different.’ These
views – of a pristine lake and small beach, and the apex of Whistler
Mountain – were critical factors.

The journey begins in a large entrance hall at the base of the house, the
concrete walls of which were cast into the granite: it is as though the
house has grown from the rock. A long corridor beckons towards a guest
wing, a cinema room or up stairs, which eventually lead to the kitchen
and dining area. Up a shorter flight of steps is a vast two-part living area
– a sitting room and snug separated by a double-sided fireplace. One
staircase leads up to three of the six bedrooms, another to an office. In
an adjacent two-storey wing are two spare rooms and a guest bathroom.
Spend much time in this house and you would get your daily steps in.

In fact it is not the scale or even the dynamic, unfurling shape of this
house, named The Rock, which are most impressive. As is often the case
with the best contemporary architecture, the attention to detail is
impressive – though not immediately apparent. The house rises in
increments of three and a half inches – the width of the cedar planks
used in the casting of the board-marked concrete. The oak steps are
double this height, with each riser aligned with two sections of concrete.
The geometry of the house is incredible – not least in the ceiling of the
main living area, which has an oak framework sitting at angles that
delineate different zones.

Gort Scott is not best known for its private residential projects. Over the
years, it has worked on large regeneration and development works, with
commissions from the likes of St Catharine’s College, Cambridge and St
Hilda’s College, Oxford and large-scale, council-funded projects for
London boroughs, such as Harrow and Waltham Forest. ‘Although, I
think anything we design inhabits a similar sense of material, light and
space,’ says Jay.

The story of materials is a short but appealing one. ‘It’s not in our nature
as a practice to be minimalists,’ he explains. ‘We like to have characterful
buildings and a sense of place. But, in this instance, we decided to be
restrained.’ In the same way that a good cook can make several different
dishes out of the same handful of ingredients, a creative architect can
make something appealing and surprising out of mere concrete, wood
(hemlock, cedar and oak) and brass. And plenty of glass, of course,
because what is this house if not a presentation of extraordinary views?

Among this very controlled architecture, there is the odd, seemingly
random element to temper any stiffness. For example, the shape of the
brass door handles throughout the house was modelled on a pear that
happened to be in a fruit bowl in the studio while the architects were
discussing the subject. Yes, they were carefully resized to fit perfectly in
the hand of the client, but they are fun.

The owner has plans for The Rock to be his main family home at some
point, and anyone who has been to Whistler will appreciate the year-
round appeal of its extraordinary landscape. As Gort Scott’s Joe Mac
Mahon, the project architect who was in charge of running the job, says,
‘You get the sense that he has realised his dream. You can’t do things like
this without an amazing client who has their own vision of how they
want to live’.

Gort Scott: gortscott.com
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Arranged around a ‘Stella Coffee Table’ by Noé Duchaufour-Lawrance for Ceccotti Collezioni are a
‘William’ sofa by Damian Williamson for Zanotta, an ‘FK 87 Grasshopper Chair’ by Fabricius &
Kastholm for Kill International and two plywood ‘LCW’ chairs by Charles and Ray Eames.
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In the sitting room, a ‘Mobile Chandelier 1’ by Michael Anastassiades is suspended above the
double-height sitting room, which overlooks Alta Lake.
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