G A R DE N S

What inspired you to become
garden designers?
HUGO: My earliest memories are of
the wild garden in Devon, where we
moved to when I was five. My love of
nature and the outdoors started then.
As a teenager I did work experience
with a landscape design company and
realised the career possibilities. A
creative garden design degree followed,
and from there it was straight into
designing private and show gardens.
CHARLOTTE: The time I spent with
my mother in the garden was a precious
part of my childhood, and helped me
develop a passion for gardening. Later,
I found working in my own garden
in London really therapeutic, which
led to courses in garden design and
construction at Merrist Wood College
and Capel Manor. Then I worked with
Tom Stuart-Smith for four to five years,
before branching out on my own.
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Charlotte Harris and Hugo
Bugg: the award-winning duo
take a sustainable approach
to garden design that taps
into the aesthetic of the
landscape around them

How did you start working together?
We started working together
informally on different projects and
realised we shared the same vision and
principles. It seemed natural to work
collaboratively as we got on so well, and
our gardens were better together. Now
we have studios in Devon and London,
so have invested in platforms that
help us connect and collaborate so our
work as a team is seamless and there
is space for nurturing creativity, too.
What defines your work?
We don’t have a signature look in the
way some designers do but we have
a signature approach. We really like
exploring the background and stories
for each garden, taking account of the
landscape, the spirit of place, looking
at the history, anthropology and
geography to inform our designs. We
have projects in both rural and urban

“WE STARTED WORKING TOGETHER
ON DIFFERENT PROJECTS AND REALISED WE
SHARED THE SAME VISION AND PRINCIPLES”
environments but our work always feels
part of the landscape. Another key focus
is sourcing ethically wherever we can.
Tell us about your own gardens.
CHARLOTTE: My London garden
is a jam-packed 15x5m experimental
space. Barely a surface is without pots
and buckets of things being tried out.
It’s constantly changing as I love to see
how plants evolve through the seasons.
HUGO: Mine’s even smaller, in the
centre of Exeter and 5x5m. It’s northfacing which creates a challenge. I’ve
squeezed in as many plants as I can,
as well as a small hawthorn tree.
Has there been a particular moment
in your career that stands out?
Winning a gold medal together at
Chelsea last year was really special. The
RHS Bridgewater kitchen garden was
really important for us, too, as our idea
was radical and we weren’t sure how
the RHS would respond but they loved
it. Another overwhelming moment was
getting the National Trust commission
to work on the old pleasure ground
at Clumber Park in Nottinghamshire.
It’s a great opportunity for us to help
celebrate this heritage landscape and
reimagine it as a meaningful space.
Any inspirational gardens
you recommend?
CHARLOTTE: Tom Stuart-Smith’s
garden is jaw-droppingly beautiful
with its exotic meadow and ornamental
plantings. Lina Bo Bardi’s modernist
house and garden in São Paulo is built
in jungle and absolutely part of that
space. It teaches us how landscape and

architecture can work well together.
HUGO: Forde Abbey in Somerset,
with its topiary and cloud hedges,
meadows and walled kitchen garden.
I like spending weekends exploring
Dartmoor and the coast, taking
inspiration from nature.
Do you have favourite plants you
tend to work with?
It’s more about finding the right
plant for the right place, so that our
planting reflects the setting and is
respectful of the landscape. We’re
getting more requests for biodiverse
gardens to attract wildlife, as well as
planting with longer seasonality.
Are there gardening books you
return to time and again?
We think the Chilean landscape
architect Teresa Moller is iconic and
love her book Unveiling the Landscape.
We also like Planting in a Post-Wild
World by the ecological landscape
designers Thomas Rainer and Claudia
West. And Creating a Forest Garden
by Martin Crawford is our studio
bible, as we like to weave edibles into
our planting wherever we can.
What are you currently working on?
We’re excited about Roots in the Sky, a
rooftop project in London that will see
us planting 100 trees in a reimagined
workspace. Our forest will use 1.2m of
soil and a water collection system so
it’s sustainable. It will be an amazing
community resource and the sort of
project we love working on. &
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